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Meningitis and encephalitis in infants and 
children

To the Editor

 With reference to the interesting paper by Jan,1 I 
disagree with him in his recommendation that every 
child at risk of tuberculous meningitis (TBM) requires 
a tuberculin skin test (TST) for early detection. This 
is based on the observation that TST positivity is low 
in TBM, irrespective of the nutritional status of the 
host, as there is a negative correlation between the 
stage of TBM and the size of tuberculin reaction.2 
Accordingly, the recently published British Infection 
Society guidelines for the diagnosis and treatment of 
tuberculosis of the central nervous system in adults and 
children did not consider TST as a major tool in the 
diagnostic algorithm of TBM. Instead, it clearly stressed 
that the diagnosis of TBM is best made with lumbar 
puncture and examination of the cerebrospinal fluid.3  
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Reply from the Author

     No reply was received from the Author. 

References

  1.	 Jan MM. Meningitis and encephalitis in infants and children. 
Saudi Med J 2012; 33: 11-16. 

  2.	 Mahadevan B, Mahadevan S, Serane VT, Narasimhan R. 
Tuberculin reactivity in tuberculous meningitis. Indian J 
Pediatr 2005; 72: 213-215.

  3.	 Thwaites G, Fisher M, Hemingway C, Scott G, Solomon 
T, Innes J, et al. British Infection Society guidelines for the 
diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis of the central nervous 
system in adults and children. J Infect 2009; 59: 167-187.

Correspondence

Related Articles

Al-Ghamdi AS, Kabbash IA. Awareness of healthcare workers regarding preventive 
measures of communicable diseases among Hajj pilgrims at the entry point in Western 
Saudi Arabia. Saudi Med J 2011; 32: 1161-1167.
  		
Al-Khashan HI, Selim MA, Mishriky AM, Binsaeed AA. Meningitis and seasonal 
influenza vaccination coverage among military personnel in central Saudi Arabia. Saudi 
Med J 2006; 27: 1412-1414.

Xu WC, Zhang XM, Meng JP, Wu KF, Wang H, Zhao Q, et al. In vivo characterization 
of Streptococcus pneumoniae genes involved in the pathogenesis of meningitis by 
differential fluorescence induction. Saudi Med J 2010; 31: 382-388.

08Menin20120150.indd   571 5/20/12   10:20:37 AM

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=22273641
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=22273641
http://www.springerlink.com/content/nt84529v866404x4/
http://www.springerlink.com/content/nt84529v866404x4/
http://www.springerlink.com/content/nt84529v866404x4/
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0163445309001868
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0163445309001868
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0163445309001868
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0163445309001868
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=22057605
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=22057605
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=22057605
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=21301763
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=21301763
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=21301763
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=20383414
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=20383414
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=20383414

	Title

