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Saudi Medical Journal (SMJ) is one of the 
leading general medical educational journals 

in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and in the Eastern 
Mediterranean region countries. As the journal has 
long greatly supported medical research and delivering 
medical knowledge, we are constantly attracting papers 
and submissions from all over the world, while still 
maintaining the identity of the journal. However, with 
success comes great responsibility, thus we are always 
thriving to improve further.

The journal has taken noteworthy strides in digital 
preservation. We are pleased to announce that our 
archives from 1999 to 1991 is now available online. 
Full text is available as a scanned copy of the original 
print version. The files are fully downloadable in PDF 
versions. While it is still an ongoing project, we hope to 
publish the remaining volumes in the coming months 
and to submit them to PubMed for indexing. We invite 
our readers to check these important resources in their 
digital versions.

Also this year, the National Library of Medicine 
PubMed Linkout feature is now available for SMJ 2015 
and 2016 abstracts in PubMed. By clicking the journal’s 
icon, users will be able to access the full text material 
through the journal’s website.

The journal’s latest impact factor has slightly 
decreased to 0.56. However, we are constantly striving 
to improve its status with our social media efforts to 
promote the journal content. As part of creating 
awareness and promoting the articles, the Editors will 
select from the recently published articles to highlight 
as an Image Challenge feature in the website. 

In the third quarter of this year, keywords were 
required and added in the metadata section of each 
article in the journal’s website. Keywords are essential 
information in every content, and are an important 
element to search engine optimization and social media 
marketing, especially in this modern day of hashtags as 
it increases the visibility and citability of all manuscripts.

Saudi Medical Journal contribution to the scientific 
community does not stop at publishing medical articles, 
but also introduces secrets to successful publishing of 
medical research papers through holding workshops 
on medical publications with insights to topics, such 
as: “Writing a Manuscript Evidence Based Medicine”,  
“Publication Ethics”, “How to Optimize the Chance of 
Manuscript Acceptance”, and “Common Reasons for 
Rejection”. After receiving positive compliments and 
overwhelming demands, the journal was incited to offer 
a similar workshop in 2016 as part of our commitment 
to our readers. 

Annual statistics. This year we received 991 
manuscripts from which we processed 474 articles that 
have complied with the journal requirements (Figure 1). 
Forty-nine percent of the papers we published were 
from Saudi Arabia (Table 1). 
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Figure 1 - Type of manuscripts received for the year 2016.

doi: 10.15537/smj.2017.1.18387

Table 1 - Origin of “peer-reviewed” articles published in the Saudi 
Medical Journal for the year 2016. 

Origin n (%)
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 117 (49.4)
Gulf countries

United Arab Emirates     3   (1.3)
Bahrain     3   (1.3)

Arab countries/Eastern Mediterranean Region
Iraq     8   (3.4)
Jordan     4   (1.7)
Iran     4   (1.7)
Egypt     7   (3.0)

Others
China   19   (8.0)
Italy     3   (1.3)
India     4   (1.7)
Korea     4   (1.7)
Turkey   39 (16.5)
United Kingdom     3   (1.3)
United States     3   (1.3)
France     2   (0.8)
Yemen     1   (0.4)
Malaysia     1   (0.4)
New Zealand     1   (0.4)
Belgium     1   (0.4)
Nigeria     1   (0.4)
Canada     1   (0.4)
Pakistan     8   (3.4)
Total 237  (100)
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and publication, it also affects the journal’s time frame. 
This issue is to be sorted out, by offering some form 
of incentives or encouragements to express recognition 
and gratitude to their time and effort.

The average processing time frame of original articles 
in the year 2016 from received date to acceptance was 3.3 
months, from acceptance to publication (2.4 months), 
and from received to publication (5.7 months).

The Saudi Medical Journal is adapting new 
technologies to allow the platform to evolve, and the 
rising cost of editorial improvements and maintenance 
along with other considerations in terms of competitive 
market conditions necessitates funding. In consequence, 
the board elected adjustments for the publication fees.

In 2017, we will be including Open Researcher and 
Contributor ID (ORCID) in the author’s metadata. The 
ORCID is a unique identifier that aims to resolve name 
ambiguity among researchers, such as name similarity.

We are very grateful for the invaluable contribution 
of our board members. And we are pleased to welcome 
the new elected board who will join the SMJ team for 
the coming year: Dr. Mohammed Dhafer AlAhmari, 
Dr. Amal AlHemidan, Dr. Manal AlSheddi, Dr. Arif 
Adnan Shaukat, Dr. Samira Awaji, and Dr. Ohoud 
Owaidhah. We are honored to have them and we look 
forward to working with them in the coming year.

Lastly, we would also like to thank our valued 
readers and authors for their support, and we greatly 
appreciate the reviewers who by volunteering time and 
effort, assisted the journal in evaluating manuscripts 
throughout the years.

Fahdah Alokaily, MD

Editor-in-Chief

SMJ 2016 ... Alokaily

Our total rejection rate was 83% of which 52% 
were rejected at initial review by the editors. Papers 
from initial submission are screened for similarity and 
plagiarism. Papers with a similarity rate of more than 
20% are not considered for further process. 

The number of ethical cases arising during provisional 
acceptance has decreased by 32% since we initiated the 
withdrawal policy. With the initiation of Cross Check 
for the detection of plagiarism, duplication, and article 
similarity, this has enabled us to be meticulous in 
detecting ethical misconduct.

The journal noted great decline in the number of 
peer review response, which we found was a common 
challenge facing other leading journals as well. Our 
latest statistics demonstrate our struggle in finding 
appropriate and competent reviewers to complete the 
reviewing process. Approximately, only one-fourth of 
the total number of invited reviewers responded to our 
communications (Figure 2).

And as insufficient reviewer numbers and slow 
response rate lead to delay in editorial decision-making 

Figure 2 - Reviewers reply for the year 2016.
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Our thanks goes to the reviewers who have participated in the excellent review of 
manuscripts and books for the year 2016.
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