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The pandemic has affected public health and scientific 
publication significantly, there was a dramatic rise in 
COVID-19 publications associated w-ith a substantial 
decrease in non-COVID-19 research. Similar to last 
year, 25% of the papers published in Saudi Medical 
Journal (SMJ) were Covid-related articles; and 75% of 
which constitutes local contributions. We do encourage 
contributions from other parts of the globe to continue 
advancing the knowledge on Covid-19 related issues.

We hope in 2023 that the dark cloud of COVID-19 
is fading away with the present implementation of laws, 
restrictions, and public health education.

Some publishing trends have emerged and become 
popular, especially during the start of the pandemic, 
one of them is publishing on preprint servers especially 
since Crossref began assigning DOIs to preprint in 
2016.1 Authors seek quick feedback, fast dissemination, 
citation, and the primacy of their work so they prefer 
to submit their preliminary, non-peer-reviewed articles 
to these repositories than the traditional journals. 
Submission to preprint servers is a personal publishing 
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Figure 1 - Type of manuscripts received for the year 2022.

choice of the author, the peer review process improves 
but does not eliminate incomplete reporting and spin, 
however, we at Saudi Medical Journal do not consider 
submissions of manuscripts posted in preprint servers 
and also do not consider the use of preprint references. 
Thus, we revised our policy when it comes to articles 
that were submitted to these repositories. Any material 
that has been publicly available, with a permanent 
identifier and citable will no longer be considered for 
submission.2

The journal follows the double-blind peer review 
policy so having a paper posted in preprint servers, 
publicly available and visible with DOI, with full details 
of authors such as ORCID will nullify the purpose of 
the double-blind policy we apply.

In early January 2022, the Saudi Medical Journal 
faced some technical issues with the submission system 
that probably affected the submission volume and a 
slight decline in citations.

Peer review is vital to maintain the integrity of science 
by critically assessing and validating the originality and 

doi: 10.15537/smj.2023.44.1.20230016



4 Saudi Med J 2023; Vol. 44 (1)     https://smj.org.sa

Table 2 - Average processing time frame of articles published in the Saudi Medical Journal for the year 
2022. 

Year Received to Acceptance 
(Months)

Acceptance to Publications 
(Months)

Received to Publications 
(Months)

2022 2.6 1.2 3.8

scientific merit of the article before publication and 
dissemination of information, hence, we discourage 
preprint.

One of the struggles we faced in the peer-review 
process is keeping the reviewers complete the review of 
revised versions. Prior to the submission of the review, 
the reviewers are asked if should they wish to see the 
article again after it has been revised. Only the reviewers 
who agreed to see the revised version will be invited 
and very few reviewers are able to follow this workflow. 
When a reviewer declines to review the revised version 
or is not available, this causes lag in the decision process 
and leaves the editor the task to go over the suggestions 
of the reviewers. Despite all the technical innovations 
available, it is still difficult to attract qualified reviewers 
and establish a dedicated editorial board. Perhaps, 
a survey for reviewers regarding the evaluation of 
the revised will help us understand and improve our 
peer-review process

Other ways of addressing this challenge, Saudi 
Medical Journal highly recognize the reviewer’s 
contribution to the peer review process. Apart from 
publishing their names in the yearly Editorial Message, 
we have activated Publons in our peer review system. 
Therefore, whenever a reviewer submits a review, they 
will be asked if they want to receive recognition on 
Publons.

Publons is a free platform that creates and verifies 
researchers’ peer reviews and editorial contributions. It 
has joined the Web of Science, so it is linked directly to 
the Web of Science publication and peer review history. 
Anyone can register via the Web of Science.3

This year, Saudi Medical Journal and Neurosciences 
in collaboration with the Saudi Pediatric Neurology 
Society conducted a workshop at the “7th Saudi 
Pediatric Neurology Society Conference & Workshop.” 
Saudi Medical Journal’s role in this scientific event was 
to educate participants on how to write a publishable 

Table 1 - Origin of “peer-reviewed” articles published in the Saudi 
Medical Journal for the year 2022.

Origins n %

KSA 108 (78.8)
Iraq 3 (2.2)
Iran 1 (0.7)
Egypt 2 (1.5)
Jordan 2 (1.5)
Turkey 23 (16.8)
UK 3 (2.2)
Libya 1 (0.7)
Malaysia 2 (1.5)
Mexico 1 (0.7)
China 12 (8.8)
Bahrain 1 (0.7)
Korea 3 (2.2)
Thailand 1 (0.7)
Indonesia 1 (0.7)
India 2 (1.5)
Total 137 (100.0)
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manuscript. Focusing on writing guidelines, peer review 
process, publishing tips, common reasons for rejection, 
and avoiding predatory journals. This overview of the 
publication processes is beneficial for research fellows 
and residents and all other health researchers.

Saudi Medical Journal pledges to continue providing 
educational events. As the event was a success and well 
received by the attendees, SMJ pledge to continue 
providing educational events.

Annual statistics. This year we received 
635 manuscripts from which we processed 309 articles 
that have complied with the journal requirements 
(Figure 1). Over the past 12 issues, we have published 
one Editorial, 11 Systematic Reviews, and 516 Originals, 
with a total of 1285 pages. Approximately 78.8% of the 
papers we published were from the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia (Table 1). Our total rejection rate was 75% of 
which 51% were rejected at the initial decision. The 
average processing time frame of original articles in 
the year 2022 from received date to acceptance was 
2.6 months, from acceptance to publication 1.2 months, 
and from received to publication 3.8 months (Table 2). 
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